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he typical contemporary view of Christianity significantly 
        diminishes the exciting adventure the Scriptures them-

selves describe our relationship and walk with God in Christ to 
be. Nordskog Publishing exists to express the unique but Biblically 
sound, expansive view of what it means to be a Christian.

Most Nordskog books attempt to accomplish this purpose 
through non-fiction treatments of particular topics. But among 
our  fiction, we published a wonderful little child’s 
illustrated story With My Rifle by My Side, by Kimberly Simac. 
We have also published several unique novels. Now, with The 
White Knight, the Lost Kingdom, and the Sea Princess, we offer 
one of the most unique and compelling stories we have ever seen.

We saw something very special in the White Knight from 
our first introduction to author Judy Carlson. One day our office 
received a call from a Norwegian woman in the Ozarks. She 
said she was writing a novel that she felt would be of interest to 
a Norwegian publisher. My wife and I have a love for that area 
and especially Branson where we own property. We set up what 
turned out to be a wonderful luncheon meeting in Christian 
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County, Missouri with author Judy Carlson, her husband Tim, and 
their eldest son Kristian. We decided to pursue this adventurous 
project.

Mrs. Carlson is herself a compelling personage, full of Christ, 
life, and purpose. She is a great fan of George MacDonald, J. R. R. 
Tolkien, and C. S. Lewis, which shows in this book. Yet her work 
also bears the character of Sir Walter Scott’s Christian romanti-
cism, with its idealized and optimistic sense of God’s providence 
through the often wretched story of man in history. It will not 
be hard to see their inspiration in Mrs. Carlson, even though her 
approach to storytelling is singularly her own. Her imagination 
is obvious. Her ability to give life to Biblical history and truth in 
her fictional characters rivals the best. Our manuscript and the-
ology editor Ron Kirk says he has never seen anyone better able 
to portray with more pointed accuracy Biblical morality, heroism, 
and nobility in an engaging story without being preachy. Her style 
is full of child-like charm, but her story is never childish. She 
speaks as a wise mother but never nags. Mrs. Carlson forthrightly 
treats life and death battles against the demonic power of sin but 
without violating the innocence of youth.

A word about romance. Romance in its historic literary sense 
might be termed unrealistic expectations. The humanistic romances 
of Byron, Shelly, and Keats are typical. Their impossible dreams 
of frustrated, disappointing pessimism leave us empty. Rather, 
the Christian heritage of romance represented by MacDonald, 
Dickens, and Scott glorify honor, character, courage, true love, 
and hope in the face of personal failings in difficult circum-
stances. Similarly, the classic fairy tales in the Christian tradition 
dealt with sin and its destruction, but in a manner that a child’s 
mind’s eye can handle. The fairy tales ordinarily exalt good and 
good usually triumphs. All this and more is the romance of White 
Knight.

Mrs. Carlson tells a grand story. White Knight’s familiarity is 
comforting. Yet its special treatment is compelling. In contrast 
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and in opposition to the typical high-action of contemporary 
fantasy as we see in the movies, White Knight takes a some-
what old-fashioned, leisurely approach. The engagement and 
joy comes through the plot as every good story does, but even 
more through its imagery and through the all too human internal 
struggles it treats. The outcome is glorious.

This is a timeless book for the reader of any age whose heart 
and imagination are open to the wonders of a heroic life in Christ. 
It is a family reading-aloud story. It is a homeschooler’s story. 
It is for the young. It is for the old. It is for the ’tween. It is for 
girls and women. It is for boys and men. It is a book for those 
who love fairy tales, adventure, and a free imagination. It is a 
story for anyone who seeks a personal vision and purpose. It is 
a story for those who want to know God and with Him the full-
ness of life truly lived.

We believe The White Knight, the Lost Kingdom, and the Sea 
Princess is a fresh yet enduring classic. We invite your response 
by sending us a letter letting us know how much you enjoyed this 
Nordskog  story.

- Year of our Lord 2015


